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Queen Anne’s County Board of Elections  
208 N. Commerce Street

Centreville, Maryland 21658

Regular Board Meeting Minutes

May 20, 2010

ATTENDEES:


William Seth, Board President


Jane Sparks, Board Vice President


Brenda Williams, Board Secretary 

             George Gould, Board Substitute Member  

Walter Geggis, Board Substitute Member

Jeff Thompson, Board Attorney

Brittani Thomas, Director
Kyle Robinson, Elections Information Systems Specialist

Peggy Dedrick, Minute Keeper


GUESTS:  

Charlotte Kurtz, League of Women Voters

             Fred Kurtz, League of Women Voters

             Diana Waterman, Republican Central Committee

 Mr. Seth declared a quorum to be present and the meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m.

Approval of minutes of April 22, 2010: 
After discussion, the minutes were approved as amended.

Additions/changes to the agenda:

There were no additions or changes to the agenda.

Director’s Report:

A.  Voter registration:    
Ms. Thomas reported 110 additional voter registrations and 103 subtractions from county active status for a total of 29,125 active voters.  Eighty four confirmation notices were mailed.

B. New software has been ordered from Web Expressions.  Mr. Robinson and Ms. Thomas are learning the new system and hope to complete updating the web page soon.

C. Re: Election judges, Ms. Thomas stated that the response has been very good.  Ms. Thomas explained the process for judges to sign up online for training.  Discussion about early voting judges followed.  Charlotte Kurtz expressed her opinion that as many individuals as possible should be given the opportunity to serve as early voting judges.    There was further discussion about security during early voting.

D. Re:  MAEO wrap up, there was a discussion about absentee ballot counting.  The wearing of logo shirts by a voter who is casting a vote at a polling place is allowed, however, there can be no campaigning inside the polling site.  Mr. Thomas noted that political signs cannot be removed from private property.  Ms. Thomas expressed disappointment in the MAEO sessions, particularly the mock elections session.  A discussion followed about how early voting statistics will be released.  Several Board members expressed disappointment in the conference subjects.

Correspondence:

A. There was no comment on the two Election Administration Reports.

B. There was a discussion regarding the proposed parking signs behind the building and Mr. Geggis  

      noted that there would be no cost to the Election Board.  

C. County Ordinance:  An issue involving Election District lines and County Commissioner Election                

       Districts was discussed by Ms. Thomas and Mr. Thompson.  

D. Town of Centreville:  Ms. Thomas met with the town board of election members regarding   

      procedures for issuing and counting absentee ballots.  She will meet with them again when they       

      have a plan.

Legislative wrap-up:  There was no discussion.

Old Business:  
A. Early voting security options:  The best option is the Tattle Tale system from Acton Mobile Industries.  Requests for references have not been available.  Ms Thomas will continue communication with the company.  The topic will be forwarded to the next meeting.

B. Mr. Geggis pointed out that no vote had been taken on Ms. Williams’ motion on April22, 2010 to rescind Ms. Sparks’s motion on Feb. 25, 2010.  A vote was taken, the motion passed.  Ms. Williams’ motion referring to the complaint process stands as passed on April 22, 2010.

New Business:

A. Monthly expenditures:  There were no questions.

B. Registration Figures: This was discussed in the Director’s report.

C. Public Comments: Charlotte Kurtz told the Board that someone has been calling county residents saying they were with the League of Women Voters and offering to register them to vote.  After investigating this claim among the local members, The League of Women Voters warns residents that this is a scam. 

Confirmation-of Next Meeting: The next meeting will be July 1, 2010 at 10:00.

Closed Session:  There was no closed session.

Adjournment: Ms. Sparks moved and Ms. Williams seconded a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Seth adjourned the meeting at 11:24. 

Respectfully Submitted,

_____________________________

Brenda R. Williams, Board Secretary  

Approved by the Board 8/27/10

Sent to SBE 8/28/10


